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"The child shall be registered immediately after birth and shall have the right to have a
name, to acquire a nationality, and as far as possible, the right to know and be cared for by
his or her parents” (Article 7, Convention on the Rights of the Child)

1. Context (reasons for the project/local situations, etc)

Though birth registration program has been implemented in Bara and Rautahat districts
since 1977 A.D, the government was unable to attain its goal as per target and rate of birth
registration was quite low. Most of the children lacked birth registration certificates due to
following reasons,

= Lack of awareness among parents

= Lack of citizenship with parents.

= Lack of knowledge on legal provision regarding birth registration among VDC

secretary.
= Lack of responsibility and commitment among government officials of local bodies.
= Few cases of people being unable to pay the registration charge.

Due to lack of birth registration certificates with children, most of the children were
attending the same class for many years, as a birth certificate is required for formal
enrollment in school.

Taking into consideration the problems mentioned above in Bara and Rautahat districts,
HimRights in partnership with Plan Nepal has been implementing the birth registration
program in 44 VDC's of these districts since 2003 A.D. In these two years, the program has
been able to generate awareness among local community members on the significance of
birth registration. The program has also been able to sensitize government officials of local
bodies and VDC secretary regarding their responsibility and role to increase birth
registration at local level. There has been a six-fold increase in people visiting VDC offices
for birth registration as shown in the record of the VDC. In the second year of program
implementation, the project has focused on sensitizing the parent for registration of birth of
their children, visiting door to door for incorporating each and every member to the
program, sensitizing local bodies specially VDC secretary and providing different supports
for effective implementation of campaign.



2. Objectives of the Project

e To include community-based organizations (CBOs), teachers, administrators, child
clubs, health workers, mother's groups, TBAs, local registrar, local priest, families,
students, and other key stakeholders in the process of developing policies for birth
registration;

e To create opportunities for all parents/families and other stakeholders, to become
involved in decision-making about how the birth registration programs will be
designed, implemented, assessed and strengthened;

e To encourage participation of families in the campaign who might have low-level
literacy skills and/or for whom Nepali is not their primary language;

e To exchange information on regular basis for families about the objectives of birth
registration;

e To establish linkages with the concerned government agencies and community groups
to address birth registration issues;

e To ensure involvement of locally elected leaders in the entire process;

e To ensure recognition of diverse family structures, circumstances and responsibilities,
including differences that might impede parent participation. The person(s)
responsible for a child may not be the child's biological parent(s) and policies and
programs should include participation by all persons interested in the child's birth
registration.

3. Activities planned for this year and Output

Output Activities Planned Actual
Code

5E.10 Parents Orientation 140 140

5E.10 VDC secretary training 2 2

5E.10 Campaign Celebration 44 48

5E.10 Local news paper and FM 80 85

4. Program Activities and Outputs (in Detail)
4.1 Orientation for Parents

With the objective of sensitizing the target
groups on the importance of birth
registration and enlighten them on their
individual role and responsibility for birth
registration. A one day parent orientation
program was organized in different VDC's
of Bara and Rautahat districts. HimRights
officials and VDC surveillance teams
facilitated the session.

Importance of birth registration, the
existing legal provision and the role and responsibilities of the community were discussed in
the session. The detail contents of the orientation are in annex I1. Similarly participants list
by VDC with information on the date of training is in annex I.



The sessions aimed at
enhancing the capacity,

Box 1: Story of Achhe Lal Kumar

knowledge and Si f 15 Achhe Lal K Rautahat district
understandina  of the ince from years Achhe La umar, Rautaha istrict,
family gmembers Chandranighapur VDC, Ward No. 3 was struggling for Birth

lati friend q Registration of his children but was not able to make it out. He was
relatives, Iriends an upset with this problem of registration. Limiting within the jurisdiction
the community as a of Birth Registration Program HimRights aided him in acquiring Birth
whole on the I Registration certificate for his children. He is grateful towards
importance  of  birth I HimRights for making possibilities for his children to go to school with
registration. A total of | acquisition of Birth Registration Certificate and protecting the rights of
4,970 among them male | the children. He says, "Now | will send my four younger children to the
2,944 and female 2,026 school and making citizenship of eldest one give her a marriage™.

including 1,702 from
schedule caste were benefited from this program.

4.2 Door to Door Visit and Birth Registration Campaign

Project has been considering the approach of incorporating each and every members of
community as beneficiaries of the programme and maintaining social equity for the
implementation of the
program activities. Box 2: Rajan Bharati Giri finally got succeed to attend
Considering above class one

approach of the project, the Rajan Bharati Giri, son of Mr. Suresh Bharati Giri, was not able
program has undertaken @ I ¢, et the school admission because of lack of birth registration
strategy to make door-to- [ certificate. Mr. Suresh went to the VDC office from time to time to
door visit to household of |} get the birth registration certificate for his son. But the secretary
community. For which, (| answered that without his citizenship; his son can't get the birth
local surveillance have || registration certificate. After participating in the HimRights birth
been assigned for each registration program, he learned that without citizenship, his
VDC visited households of || children would get the birth certificate. Now he made his son's
their respective community birth registration and he is studying class one.

to sensitize the community
on trafficking issues, and birth registration and its importance. More than 25000 households
of the program implemented VDC's of Bara and Rautahat districts were visited in this year
and more than 30000 community people were provided counseling on the importance of birth
registration. They also filled survey forms to access information of birth registration and
trafficking situation at the local level.

Box 3: Mr. Paras could enroll his two children to school now......

Mr. Paras Shah Kalwar from Maheshpur VDC, ward no. 5, was struggling for Birth Registration
of his two sons, aged nine Rajesh Kumar Kalwar and aged six Mukesh Kumar Kalwar, but wasn't
successful. He was upset with this problem of registration. By staying within the jurisdiction of

Birth Registration Program, HimRights aided him in acquiring Birth Registration certificate for
his children. He is grateful towards HimRights for making possibilities for his children to go to
school with acquisition of Birth Registration Certificate and protecting the rights of the children.
Now Rajesh is studying in class two and Mukesh in class one. He says, "Now | am happy because
of HimRights | can send my children to school".




A total of 35380 birth registration forms had been collected from door to door campaign and
birth registration camp in different VDC's of Rautahat and Bara district. Among them 18372
boys and 17008 girls including 12256 from schedule castes were filled up birth registration
forms. And, a total of 34496 registrations had been made for which, organization paid Rs. 9/-
to DDC per birth registration of child. The rest birth registration fees for 884 numbers will be
paid in F.Y. 2006/07. VDC's name and number of birth registration in each VDCs are listed
in annex I11.

The following table shows the birth registration status.

Male | Female | Total | Schedule caste

Bara District

Door to Door Campaign 19 VDCs 5705 3804 | 9509 203
Door to Door Simara & Dumarwana 2125 1418 | 3543 815
Bara Sapahi Camp 970 962 | 1932 311
Total 8800 6184 | 14984 1329
Rautahat District

Door to Door to Door Campaign 2749 3099 | 5848 1952
Chandranigahapur, Gaur and seventy one | 6823 7725 | 14548 8975

VDCs
Total | 9572 10824 | 20396 10927

4.3 Birth Registration Camp

Birth Registration Camps were organized in Sapahi VDC of Bara district (March 10, 20, 21,
22 & 31; April 1-3 and May 4 & 7 2006). A total of 1932 children among them 970 boys and
962 girls including 311 from schedule caste have been registered their birth. Similarly, Birth
registration camp was also organized in Chandranigahapur VDC of Rautahat district in May
13, 2006. A total of 475 children were registered their birth in this camp among them 283
male & 195 female including 368 from schedule caste.

4.4 VDC Secretary Training

Recognizing the important role of VDC secretaries in the birth registration campaign, one day
training session was held for the VDC secretaries at Gaur and Kalaiya on September 11 & 12,
2005 respectively. The
objective of organizing training
. was to aware and develop
responsibility and commitment
among representatives of local
. bodies on birth registration, for
effective execution of birth
registration  campaign  and
sustaining the existing activities

The session was also attended
by a number of distinguished
guests including the Chief

- District Officer, representative
from the Ministry of Local Development Secretary, Bar Association, DDC official and




representatives of local NGOs. There were altogether 224 participants among them 219 male
and 5 female including 23 from the schedule caste. The training session focused on the
importance of birth registration and the existing legal provisions on the subject. The VDC
secretaries were also briefed on the activities of the organizations, future planning and their
expected role for the sustainable impact of the programs.

On the occasion, the participants also laid down their queries and discussed at length the
problems that they face in their day-to-day activities.

4.5 Information Dissemination

Wide spread information dissemination on Birth Registration and its importance have been
published in local newspapers. The information was published in national and local
languages. Also the same information has been aired by local FM radio stations. The
information included legal provisions of birth registration such as:

= Birth registration being free of cost within 35 days of birth

= Charge for birth registration after 35 days

= Place of birth registration

= Parents do not need a citizenship to register their child's birth

= Orphans can also register their birth

= People above 16 years can also register their birth as per the rules etc.

4.6 T-Shirt distribution

To disseminate information on the importance of birth registration, T-Shirts printed
"Balbalika Ko Janma Darta Garoun'**'Janma Darta Balbalika ko Pahilo Adhikar™ (Let's
get child births registered, Birth Registration is the first rights of children) have been
distributed to 350 people from various sectors such as VDC Secretary, NGOs, INGOs,
Surveillance and Local stakeholders etc.

4.7 DDC support

DDC has been supported with birth registration certificate printing for effective
implementation of birth registration campaign and smooth operation of birth registration
process and also provided filing cabinet for proper record keeping of documents on birth
registration profile to children.



5. Achievements

e Through birth registration campaign, HimRights could resolve the problems related to
birth registration in its working VDCs.

e Local stakeholders were aware of concerning importance on the rules, regulation and
dead line of personal incident registration (Birth, Marriage, Migration, Divorce and
Death).

e With the increasing popularity of birth registration, there has been an increase in
making official registration of other incidences like marriage.

e There is above 90% registration of childbirths in Plan working VDC's in Bara and
Rautahat districts that has been revealed from the baseline survey of Plan Nepal.

e VDC secretaries are now doing their work and responsibilities concerning the Birth
and personnel incident in time without any hesitation.

e Many children, who were attending the same class every year because they were not
enrolled in school, lacked birth registration certificate and are now enrolled in school.
(Success story in box 1, 2 and 3)

6. Lesson Learned

e Program to be implemented should be according to the demand and need of local
community; otherwise desired achievements could not be attained.

e In comparison to the adults, children were found to be more sensitized on the issues
and willing to learn and bring changes.

e Program should emphasize on increasing participation and developing ownership
among local people for the sustenance of the program objectives.

e Maximum and effectiveness awareness raising programs on birth registration should
be launched in the community level.

e Sometimes coordination with government line agencies has been difficult because of
their expectation with NGO’s fellow.

7. Challenges

e To maintain the constant faith of the community

e Other groups (anti government forces) may affect the implementation of the programs
in the community at present, although we have returned to a democratic state.

e It was a challenge to achieve desired output of birth registration despite awareness
among local people, as people could not make registration of childbirth in absence of
VDC secretary who has been displaced to district headquarters.

e Due to instability of the political flexibility, legal procedure cannot be run, so in this
critical situation it is difficult to implement the program at the field level.

*kkhkkkkhkkhkkkkhkkhkhhkkkihkkhkihkkikx



ANNEX - |

Parents Orientation
(2005 - 2006)

S.N. | V.D.C. | Total Beneficiaries Date Of Training

Bara District

1. Banjariya 75 Nov 17 & Dec 29, 2005

2 Inarwasia 146 Dec 19 2005; Jan 6, Feb 1 & 11 May 2006

3 Chhattapipara 73 Nov 21 2005 & 24 Feb 2006

4, Prostoka 109 Sept 24, Dec 4, 2005 & 10 May 2006,

5. Dahiyar 69 7 Oct 2005

6 Gadahal 137 Sept 11, Nov 18, Dec 30, 2005 & Jan 2, 2006

7 Narahi 146 Sept 11, Nov 18, Dec 30, 2005 & Jan 2, 2006

8. Karaiya 144 Nov 23, 2005, Jan 3, May 7 & June 9, 2006

9. Shihorwa 253 Nov 24, 2005, Jan 9 & Feb 13, 2005

10. Haraiya 176 Nov 23, 2005, Jan 3, Feb 20, June 3 & 9, 2006

11. Maheshpur 104 Oct 2, Nov 20, December 4, 2005

12. Dohari 110 Dec 16, 2005; Jan 3 & 15 Feb, 2006

13. Bhodaha 107 Nov 25 2005 & Jan 4, 2006

14, Uttarjhikaiya 104 Nov 5, Dec 20 & 23, 2005, Feb 16, 2005

15. Batara 105 Sept 25, Nov 5, 2005 & Jan 13, 2006

16. Purainiya 104 Sept 27, Nov 16, Dec 22, 2005

17. Bhalohi Bhorbholiya 105 Oct 2, 2005; Jan 15 & Feb 2, 2006

18. Barainiya 133 Sept 25; Nov 5 & 16, 2005; May 11, 2006

19. Raghunathpur 129 Nov 13, 2005; Jan 10, Feb 12 & June 7, 2006
Total Beneficiaries 2329

Rautahat District

1. Dewahi 110 Sept 26 & 19 Dec, 2005; 16 Jan 2006

2. Gonahi 117 Sept 26, Dec 19, 2005; 16 Jan 2006

3. Dharahari 110 Aug 19 & 18 Nov 2005; 16 Jan 2006

4. Pothiyahi 108 Aug 20, Nov 18 2005, May 8, 2006

5. Sakhuwaha 89 Aug 22 & Nov 21 2005; Jan 17, 2006

6. Mithuwaha 117 Aug 23, Nov 21, 2005; Jan 12, 2006

7. Dipahi 106 Aug 19 & Nov 20, 2005, Jan 16, 2006

8. Khasarhiya 101 Aug 22 & 20 Nov, 2005; Jan 17, 2006

9. Jetharhiya 106 Aug 23 & 22 Nov 2005; Jan 12, 2006

10. Bhediyahi 106 Aug 24, Nov 22 & Dec 20, 2005

11. Santapur 126 Aug 27 & Nov 23, 2005; June 6, 2006

12. Dumariya 101 Aug 27, Nov 23, 2005; June 8, 2006

13 Madhopur 107 Aug 27, Dec 16 2005, Jan 13, 2006

14 Dharampur 110 Aug 27, Dec 16, 2005; Jan13, 2006

15 Judibela 112 Oct 2 & Dec 21; June 5, 2006

16 Paurahi 108 Sept 30, Dec 21 2005; June 5, 2006

19 Samanpur 95 Aug 25, Dec 15, 2005; Jan 20, 2006

18 Laukaha 116 Sept 28, 2005; Jan 10, March 5, 2006

19 Tejapakad 109 Sept 29, 2005; Jan 9, Jan 15, 2006

20 Basantapatti 109 Sept 29, 2005; Jan 9 &15 2006

21 Jainagar 102 Sept 28, Nov 17, 2005; Jan 10, 2006

22 Gedahiguthi 99 Aug 21, Nov 17, 2005; Jan 15, 2006

23 Bariyarpur 108 Aug 21, 2005; Jan 15 & May 8, 2006

24 Jingadawa 106 Aug 24, Dec 20, 2005; May 9, 2006

25 Madanpur 106 Aug 25, Dec 15 2005; Feb 20, 2006
Total Beneficiaries 2684
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ANNEX - 111

Birth Registration by VDC

July 2005-June 2006

Rautahat Bara
S.N V.D.C. No. of Birth S.No. V.D.C. No. of Birth
Registration Registration
1 | Tejapakad 150 1. | Purainiya 1127
2 | Basantapatti 200 2. | Ragunathpur 518
3 | Laukaha 150 3. | Batara 203
4 | Keshriya 100 4. | Barainiya 240
5 | Shakhuwa 200 5. | Bhaluhi 610
6 | Dipahi 150 6. | Prostoka 788
7 | Gonahi 350 7. | Bhodaha 355
8 | Debahi 200 8. | Siharwa 219
9 | Jetharhaiya 150 9. | Haraiya 451
10 | Dharahari 100 10. | Karaiya 175
11 | Samanpur 500 11. | Gadahal 223
12 | Dharampur 350 12. | Narahi 459
13 | Madhopur 250 13. | Dahiyar 400
14 | Bariyarpur 373 14. | Maheshpur 870
15 | Paurahi 400 15. | Dohori 403
16 | Judibela 150 16. | Ut. Jhitkaiya 328
17 | Santapur 400 17. | Banjaria 577
18 | Dumariya 400 18. | Inarwasira 840
19 | Mithuwa 200 19. | Chhatapipara 723
20 | Vediyahi 200 20. | Dumarwana 1749
21 | Jingdawa 200 21. | Sapahi 1932
22 | Gedahiguthi 150 22. | Simara 1794
23 | Jayanagar 150 14984
24 | Madanpur 125
25 | Pothiyahi 250
5848




Birth Registration in additional VDCs, Rautahat district

S.N. | vDC Female Male Total Dalit
1 Auriya 105 95 200 122
2 Akolawa 111 89 200 126
3 Ajagabi 109 91 200 128
4 Inarbari Jyutahi 108 92 200 120
5 Inaruwa 103 93 196 108
6 Kanakpur 108 92 200 140
7 Katahariya 106 94 200 112
8 Karuniya 113 87 200 136
9 Karkach kanaiya 104 96 200 132
10 Garuda Bairiya 107 93 200 116
11 Gadho 109 91 200 132
12 Gamhariya (Birta) 112 88 200 109
13 Gamhariya (Parsa) 107 93 200 137
14 Gangapipra 118 82 200 117
15 Jatahare 98 102 200 127
16 Jokaha 109 91 200 121
17 Jhunkhunma 105 95 200 147
18 Tengraha 113 87 200 106
19 Dumriya (Paroha) 106 94 200 133
20 Narkatiya 102 98 200 139
21 Pipariya (Paroha) 104 96 200 114
22 Pipariya (Dostiya) 110 90 200 119
23 Pipra Pokhariya 106 94 200 108
24 Pataura 109 91 200 116
25 Pratappur Paltuwa 108 92 200 127
26 Pacharukhi 117 83 200 131
27 Pathara Budharam 97 103 200 142
28 Pipra Rajbara 99 101 200 124
29 Pipra Bhagawanpur 102 98 200 112
30 Fatuha Maheshpur 107 93 200 104
31 Fatuha Harsaha 105 95 200 109
32 Bisrampurwa Manpur 104 96 200 134
33 Birtiprashtoka 108 92 200 114
34 Bagahi 92 108 200 108
35 Bishrampur 109 91 200 146
36 Bramhapuri 107 93 200 143
37 Badharwa 87 113 200 137
38 Basatpir 112 88 200 115
39 Banjaraha 107 93 200 117
40 Basabitti Jingadiya 104 96 200 113
41 Bairiya 103 97 200 106
42 Bhalohiya (pipra) 108 92 200 117
43 Masedawa 108 92 200 144
44 Mudwalawa 31 35 66 47
45 Malahi 42 43 85 58
46 Mathiya 105 95 200 119
47 Mahamadpur 103 97 200 136
48 Maryadpur 109 91 200 118
49 Matsari 104 96 200 57
50 Rajpur Tulsi 112 88 200 102




51 Rajpur Farhadawa 105 95 200 139
52 Rajdevi 104 96 200 107
53 Rangapur 115 85 200 166
54 Raghunathpur 105 95 200 113
55 Ramoli Bairiya 103 97 200 109
56 Rampur Khap 122 78 200 106
57 Laxmipur Belbichhawa 109 91 200 131
58 Laxminiya 102 98 200 112
59 Saruatha 117 83 200 123
60 Saunaraniya 110 90 200 108
61 Simra Bhawanipur 110 90 200 141
62 Sarmujuwa 95 105 200 113
63 Santapur (Matiaun) 105 95 200 117
64 Sakhuwa Damoura 102 98 200 135
65 Sangrampur 103 95 198 109
66 Sitalpur 107 93 200 114
67 Hardiya Paltuwa 108 92 200 118
68 Hajminiya 107 93 200 147
69 Hathiyahi 105 95 200 142
70 Laxmipur 107 93 200 128
71 Chandranigahapur 249 226 475 374
72 Gaur Municipality 173 171 344 236

7725 6823 14548 897







